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New York Theatre Diary 


7 
Ruth Draper One Woman Show Vanderbilt 1/25/54. Charles Bowden & Richard Barr 
present limited 6 week engagement of actress in her "farewell" NY appearance.Program 
of sketches will be changed twice weekly...Fire Exite Amato Theatre- 1/26/54-1/28/54 
Artists Theatre presents second production of season, a new play by V.R. Lang with 
Carol McCrory, Alan Shayne and Mildred Cook. Directed by Herbert Machiz. 


Current Theatre Reviews 


Caine Mutiny Court Martial-Plymouth 1/20/54, 190% raves filed by daily critics 
for Herman Wouk's dramatization of a segment fru 1s novele Top honors wére shared 
by the author,the cast headed by Henry Fonda ar! -loyd Nolan, the director Charles 
Laughton. Thrilling,magnificent,brillant were the terms used the most in all of the 
reviews, Atkinson,Times, summed it up as theatre in every detail with every deteil 
calculated by expert theatre hen, Kerr, Herald Tribune,rated it as a theatrical ad- 
venture which builds to a second act climax of such hair raising intensity that you 
are sure nothing can ever top it, but then some one proceeds to top it, The medern 
stage at its best,oheered Chepman,News, Producer Paul Gregory has done it again, 
lauded Coleman,Mirror, Though Watts,Post, differs with the author on the merits 
of the on-stage mutiny case, he found play provocative and arresting, A mere magni- 
ficent success,understates MoClain,Journal American, John Hodiak, Charles flolte 
also garnered high praises Advance sale was reported at close to $800,000, 


Coriolanus-Phoenix 1/19/54 . All but Chapman,News, filed mild pro notices for 
the second production of Norris Houghton and T, Edward Hambleton at the 12th St and 
2nd Ave. playhouses There was a difference of opinion on the merits of Robert Ryan 
in the leading role of the seldcm seen Shakespeare production, but most agreed job 
was worth seeinge Sole dissenter found item as lively as an anthill under the im- 
pulse of a director, Shakespeare must have been good and tired by the time he finish- 
ed writing the play,canmented Chapman, Director John Houseman stole ‘the critical 
honors from the cast, with Donald Oenslager's soenery rimning a close secondsyThough 
there was a difference of opinion on Ryan, most agréed supporting cast headed by 
Mildred Natwick , John Emery, Will Geer and Paula Lawrence were excellent. Coleman, 
Mirror,filed the most favorable notice,calling the evening an exciting one, 


Out of Town Tryouts 


Lultebys a new comedy starring Mary Boland,mizht be a "sleeper" if it can get 
15 more minutes runnning time on a par with the vitulity of its first act, comments 
Variety's New Haven mugg Bone..«Mardi Gras wac o-nned by Waters,Variety, on its 
Philadelphia debut. Some of the dialogue is raucous and sometimes close to the ob- 
scene side,he noted. Cast receives completely uninspired direction. 


Hits Revisited 


Me and Juliet remains a pleasant and mildly diverting musical,inspite of its 
basic feults, sums up Holl,Variety. Rodgers’ tunes sound better now that they have 


gained identification via records, while Mielziner*s scenery sesily steals the~show 
in its quick shifts from front to backstage, 


Off Broadway ' 


Circle in Sqare has moved the open- 
ing of Girl on the Via Flaminia to Feb 9 
eseSartre s No Exit is being presented by 
Cabaret Theatre at the Open Door Club, 
West Third St and West Broadway.eeThe Gold 
en Apple, a new musical by John LaTouche 
and Jerome Moross, will probably open at 
Phoenix March 1l, 


Othello closes at Jan Hus Jan 31 
after run of 14 weeks. Shakespeare Guild. 
will present Twelfth Night nexteeeLambs 
will sponsor Backbone, a new drama by 
andrew McCullough Feb 14...Edna St.Vin- 
cent Millay's Aria da Capo and Dorrith 
Leipziger's The Trouble With Se¢en will © 
be presented Jan 26-01 at Master Theatre, 
323 W 103. 


Praise of Folly, a new biographical 
play on Thomas More by John MoGuire opens 
at Bleekfriars Feb 23. 


Chapel Players, a group of profess- 
ional actors organized by Bill Penn, Fifth 
Season, will present Fry's The Boy Wit 
The Cart,at the April 4,11,18 5 60 Pile 
vesper services of the Broadway Taber- 
nacle Church. Broadway & 56th St.Tower 
League group of church are sponsorSe 


Vaudeville 


Current Palace show features Dave 
Apollon, Roy Rogers, Lee Marx, Hi*Liters, 
Prullie & Tolow, and McHarris and Dolores. 


+ Broadway TV Theatre ! 


For its final preduction WOR TV Bro- 
adway TV Theatre will present The Patsy 
from Jan 25-29, Roxanne is featured.Orig 
inal Broadway production opened Dec 22, 
1925 at the Booth and played 204 perfor- 
mances, Richard Herndon production of 
Barry Conners comedy won a split press. 
Claiborne Foster won top praise,which 
critics differed over merits of script. 
A nice little play,noted W.M,Herald Tri- 
bune. Intelligrs nt,pleasant, amus ing, added 
Times reviewer. But W.S, World, thought 
it was too filled with old frtenda and 
old situations, 


Shakaspeare Notes ' 
* 


Yale University will stage a 
Shakespe pre festival Feb2-March 9, 
The Merry Wives of Windsor will be 
produced Feb Mason 
has signed to ytar in Oedipus Rex 
and Measure for Measure at next summer 
Stratford, ontrr io, smk-.espearean Fest- 
ivaleeeLeslie “otson, Yale instructor, 
will sail for Englend this week to 
investigate the identity of Shakes- 
pearats "WH," the neme the 1609 son- 
nets were dedicated to. 


Favorites of Morehouse,World Tel-~ 
egram & Sun, were listed, Best Iago 
was London actor Baliol Holloway.Best 
Falstaff by Ralph Richardson. aA tre- 
muleus Juliet by Katharine Cornell.a 
thundering Lear by Robert B. Mantell. 


1 Theatre Book Comments '! 


"World Theatre in Pistures" by 
Tom Prideaux( Greenberg) was rated a 
brillant gallery of stage photographs 
by Poore,Times. Daily book reviewer 
also praised "Cavalcade of Comedy” , 
by Lowis Kronenberger( Simon & Sch- 
uster,) 


"Modernism in Modern Drama™ by 
Joseph Wood Krutch(Cornell) is seen 
by Gassner, Suturday Review, as an 
expression of one highly civilized 
man's sense of alienation in a world 
that has tended to defeat his humanis- 
tie values, Like all Krutchts work it 
is written with intelligence and 
clarity.e 


"The Derwent Story", Clarence 


Derwent! s woh 
a mixed notice from Lockridge,Herald 


Tribune, Mr. Derwent becomes less 
visible as he grows older, the critic 
complains, Though he captures his 
youth in the book, nis present escapes 
hime 


Green Room Department 


PRO FIRST NIGHTS...Reviewers alone have the right to kick . out first nights, but 
they seldom do, observes Burr,Playbill. Aotually, critios seem to enjoy first 
nights. As for the members of the general public who are supposedly annoyed 


by the jabber, jewels and parade of would-be celebrities at a premiere,don’t 
kid yourself, they love it. 


CRITICAL THOUGHTS...Burgess Meredith, Remarkable Mr, Pennypacker, is labeled a 
philospher by Pearson, WNBC Critic At Large because @ctor didn't iook at 
reviews of his show for 3 weeks...Variety reports sad story of a reviewer 
whose watch needed repair because the unnamed aisle-sitter was applauding 
too muchesesGray,Post, pans Teahouse of August Moon as a play in which the 
characters after the first 8 minutes had no place to go. 


SOUTH PACFIC FINALE. happens to good musicals when they @49,asks Herald Trib- 
une editorial on last performance of South Pacfic.e Perhaps the answer is that 
they really don't die, that people go right on listening to the songs and 
remembering the characters. South Pacfic is one of those musical stage master- 
pieces that outlive their audiences. 


COLIMN TIPS.eeProducer of a hit musical will lodge complaints against a rival pro- 
ducer for spreading rumors of bad business so latter can get a theatre,hears 
WalkereeeSet of false teeth found at Wonderful town, reports Gardnere.sAlmanac 
producers were very surprised to learn via a Variety ad that Orson Bean Will 
play in Las Vegas in June, notes Kilgallen. 


PRICE OF REVIEWS...Broadway flop cost the daily newspapers about $5000, estimates 
Hobe, Variety, This is counting editorial matter as if it were paid advertising. 


If show is a flop this cost is several times the actual advertising weyonue 
obtained, 


INTERVIEW HI-LITESeee Dick Powell was "fired" as director of 


Caine Mutiny Court 
Martial, producer Paul Gregory told Rice, Post, Let Powell sue » Gregory 
, nvited, for it would just mean more publicity for the shows.,You can never 


discourage the untalented actors, but you c-n ‘ivise them, suggests Laura 
Tintle,in a chat with Hawkins, WT&S. The «:rice is to learn a trade,to have 


something on the outside. Then they can a.vord to fool around with the thea 
whatever happens. 


’ Pros & Cons by MK ' 1 "cD" Gift Coupon '* 

Plans for a national theatre as THEATRE NEWSLETTER- weekly digests NYC 
outlined by ANTA's Willard Swire are theatre news, reviews,comments, Tickets, 
exciting proof imagination plus prac- critics reports. Drama books, records, 
tical plans can enliven our theatre theatre on TV. Special summer features, 
and expand the possible audience for Perfect gift for "stage struck" fan,stud- 
all kinds of theatre attractiongeeelf ent,etc. $10 year, $12.50 foreign. Compiled 
Shakespeare were collecting royalities by "Broadway in Brief" editor. Theatre 


on his many current theatre and TV pro- 
duction,he would be so rich he probably 
would not bother writing any playSeece __ Bill Me Later 
WOR TV Broadway TV Theatre will be 
missed, Though many of shows picked 
were badly dated, they all reqeived 
workmenlike productions, were expert- 
ly acted and stazed. They prowided the 
opportunity of seeing meny pest. hits. Tune WNBC( NYC) for Ben Graver 7 30 AM day 


after openings “CD* quates-of reviews, 
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40 professional productions playing one week each in 40 cities that do not now 
have professional theatre will be eet up within two years if ANTA's new Executive 
Director, Willard Swire's program is successful. The plan, which he outlined at the 
"Drama Desk" luncheon, would first raise an estimated $5 million from the foundationss 
The money would be sought to promote theatre as an important element of American cul- 
ture. The 40 areas would be chosen from among those where groups work to raise half 
the funds to build a useable theatre. The foundation money would provide the other 
half. 4 regional centers would be established, and each center would produce and send — 
out 10 complete productions yearly, New plays, classics and revivals would be includedé 


Plays 


i£merican Gothic closed.eeThe Immoralist has moved its opening date forward to 
Feb 8 at the Royale.eeNew Faces may return for limited NY run April 12...Tickets for 
Kind Sir are now available at the box officeeee"Friends of the City Center” being 
formed by Newbold Morris,chairman of the board .f directors of City Center, Group 
will also publish "Center" a monthly magazine eviited by Robert Hatch. 


People 


Patricia Morison enters King and I Feb 16, replacing Annamary Dickey, Leonard 
Graves subs for Yul Brynner Jan 30-Feb 8 during latter's vacation,eeRuth White re- 
placed Lenore Ulric in Mardi Gras, now testing in Philadelphia.ee"Show Shoppers Club" 
set up by Sylvia Siegler and Don Herbert at 136 W 44 to provide free information on 
theatre tickets. Project is sponsored by theatre producers. 


Theatre Book Notes 


"Under Milk Wood, Dylan Thomas’ verse play, will be published by New Directions 
in Marchese "The Ladies of the Corridor" will be published by Viking. 


Theatre Film Notes 


"Guys and Dolls" screen version will be produced by Columbia Pictures..«eHoward 
Keel and Ester Williams will star in M@{ "Jupiter's Darling" film, based on Robert 


E. Sherwood's 1926 The Road to Rome.seKatharine Hepburn will star in Lopert Films' 
"The Time of the Cuckoo." y 


Theatre TV Notes 


: WOR TV Broadway TV Theatre goes off the air this week, Station will present 
Spotlight", arena production adaptions of great classicse.e.Ethel Merman is featured 


in a dramatic sketch on CBS TV Suspense Feb leeePana Is 411 will be produced on ABC 
TV US Steel Hour Feb 2 starring Walter Slezak. 
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